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INTERVIEW:  Robert David STEELE Vivas, Comprehensive Architect, Prime Design (former spy, founder of the Marine Corps Intelligence Center, founding CEO of OSS.Net, Inc. and the non-profit Earth Intelligence Network

- - - - - -

1. Mr. Steele, you are one of the founding and leading authorities of Open Source Intelligence (OSINT), once you stated that you´re "a spy saying that spying doesn´t work." What led you on the track to pursing the OSINT concepts in the first place, and how do you view its mission, place and progress within the challenges of today’s climate?

Having been a spy—and a professional intelligence officer for a total of 30 years—it was an enormous shock to me when I spent $20 million on creating the Marine Corps Intelligence Center (MCIA), today a global command, only to have the analysts tell me that there was nothing on Burundi, Haiti, Somalia, or Yemen, to name just four, in the secret databases.  They were lining up for the single PC with an Internet connection, and this was in 1989 when “The Source” was the state of the network.  I realized immediately that everything I had believed about the secret world was wrong, and set about to change the profession of intelligence—the word means DECISION-SUPPORT, not spying.  For me, OSINT was initially about getting a grip on reality and being able to access all the information the spies were ignoring, but I quickly realized that at root OSINT is about information-sharing and multi-cultural sense-making, not about any one open source of information.

2. Having been a former operative within CIA, an organisation that we suppose the general public largely views in a mysterious "cold war" kind of way, what would you, as an authority on the subject, suggest as the proper perception of CIA from a general world public standpoint? We hear stories range from CIA being an almost independent rouge state-within-a-state operation, running drug trafficking amongst other things (from people like Peter Dale Scott), to others like Noam Chomsky who states views of CIA being a merely old school type of beauraucracy? 

First off, the only people who work for CIA that are “under cover” are the clandestine case officers or operations officers.  In our world “agents” are the traitors we recruit, not the officers themselves.  I have spoken in the past about five CIAs.  There is a small White House CIA, another very small Wall Street CIA, then there is the very large bureaucratic CIA that I was a part of, and finally you have two smaller CIA’s one technical and very good, and the other sometimes called the Safari Club, that does rendition and torture and is a disgrace to all Americans.  The bottom line has been offered by General Tony Zinni, USMC (Ret), who said after leaving his job as Commanding General of the U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM), that 4% “at best” of his command knowledge came from secret sources.  CIA, like the rest of the secret intelligence community that costs the US taxpayer $80 billion or more a year, is pathologically dysfunctional.  It’s only purpose is to move money from the individual taxpayer to the corporations that produce “vapor-ware” and exploding satellites.  For $3 billion a year, I could create the World Brain and Global Game and provide decision-support for everybody down to a taxi driver wondering about buying new breaks.  In relation to the US Government, my views are covered by two articles and a monograph, my Human Intelligence Trilogy.

3. With the "war on terror" paradigm we have seen an exponential increase of global intelligence activities, perhaps transcending the Cold War in size, not least with the ever present Internet at work, introducing seekers, enabling spontaneous investigations, while offering a library of vast proportions. Now we also face "the Wikileaks era" rapidly changing perceptions of international politics, the ability to via a few emails practically change the world stage overnight by collapsing veiled information Some suggest the "war on terror" may be conscious covert replacement of the former communist enemy. Zbigniew Brezinski, who appears to us a major gepolitical player in the US, wrote in his The Great Chessboard: ”Moreover, as America becomes an increasingly multi-cultural society, it may find it more difficult to fashion a consensus on foreign policy issues, except in the circumstance of a truly massive and widely perceived direct external threat.” One should not have to be entirely paranoid to reflect upon a potentially contrived situation with such sentiments, with for example agendas of deliberate polarisation, in the name of profit and power.  How do you view these paradigms, "war on terror" and the potential corrsponding threat of thwarting freedom in the name of security? Are our Internet integrity in jeopardy due to the prospects of tightening security? Largely, how should we view the issue of security? Did you see the alarming interview Aaron Russo interview, and what do you make of such claims?

The “war on terror” is a fraudulent war, ideologically and financially motivated.  It has destroyed the United States of America from within.  Brzezinski appears to have had an extraordinarily negative influence on our theatrical president, going back to the days when Brzezinski is reported to have spotted and recruited Obama into the Trilateral Commission’s roster of operatives.  Immediately after 9/11 we were spending $500,000 for every dollar spent by Al Qaeda.  Today that is now closer to 500 million, and it is a documented fact that we are paying $50 million for every Taliban body, much of that money going directly to the Taliban via various corrupt schemes.  The Taliban is feeding off the US, the US has lost in Afghanistan, we continue only because our leaders lack integrity in all senses of the word.  I have not seen the Aaron Russo interview, but I can certainly testify to the fact that everything we are doing, ostensibly justified by the “war on terror,” is in fact terribly destructive of civil liberties, economic health, and social cohesion in the USA.  We were a prison-industry society before, now we are even more so hostage to corporations that feed on war.
4. President Eisenhower, five-star general, warned his people of the military-industrial complex, in his famous last speech as President, clearly affiriming a worry that certain special interests may acquire subversive levels of power of government, if left unchecked. If you parse those sentiments with notes of Theodore Roosevelt for example, suggesting there is a shadow government commanding authority behind the scenes of the American state [“Behind the ostensible government sits enthroned an invisible government owing no allegiance and acknowledging no responsibility to the people.” 1906 ], a fairly estranged picture is provoked. Would you say the world missed to heed these grave warnings? How do you view the implications of these concerns within the America of today?

Each President since then appears to have had an awakening at some point in their presidency, up to and including Ronald Reagan.  They realize, as Buckminster Fuller said in the 1960’s or 1970’s, that they are theater, nothing more.  More recently, with the two George Bushes and then Bill Clinton and Barack Obama, the Presidents have been “witting” captives of Wall Street, and gladly accepted gold certificates and other forms of very high-level bribes to play out their role while Goldman Sachs looted the US Treasury.  Today a former lobbyist for Goldman Sach’s is occupying the office of National Security Advisor to the President, and I find that to be reprehensible.  There are numerous books on the hidden structure of power, Tragedy & Hope, The Naked Capitalist, and GRIFTOPIA are among my favorites.  War is a racket, presidents and congressional members are pawns, and We the People have been stupid to let it go on like this.  From Rule by Secrecy to Crossing the Rubicon, the documentation is there.  It is in this context that I consider both WikiLeaks and GroupOn to be very positive developments.  The era of secrecy is over, the era of transparency has begun, and that is shifting the power back to the people who live on the land and work with their hands.
5. Would you say the later generations of American government have strayed too far from the original spirit, decrees and intentions set forth by the founding fathers in the American Constitution? I guess one large issue that springs to mind is the Federal Reserve Act from 1913, which appears to rather bluntly conflict with Constitution, Section 1 Article 8-10. Some challenge the notion that the Federal Reserve is a private central bank, but doesn´t this 1976 report to the Congress from the House Of Banking, Currency And Housing Comittee ultimately prove the veiled presence of the Rockefellers and Rothshilds interests of the world in the central bank complex? With Ron Paul´s "End The Fed" campaign, there seems to be a growing consensus among many Americans that there is indeed change needed in terms of the issue of the USAs sovereign credit and government treasuries. If you assume the statement of W. Mark Felt during the investigation of Nixons Watergate - "follow the money" - and for the sake of analysis assume special interests of the military-industrial complex, clearly intervowen with the world of finance, would not the arrangement of the Federal Reserve Act not only be a violation of the constitution, but an area of concern regarding the integrity of the soveriegn Americas common and general interests? In this context, I also think of the recent statement of Lord Blackheath in the British House Of Lords, claiming to have laundered or handled laundered terrorist money as a given task at the Bank Of England (who according to the already mentioned report have clear tie-ins to the Federal Reserve). Maybe it is time for a more global international effort to scrutinize the large bank conglomerate of the world? Does it really make sense that at the end of the day, the bankers practically own the earth and its assets, because they issue paper called debt unto nations, for us to pay actually bankers for being a virtual slave to their own agendas? What are your thoughts here?

I completely agree with those that consider the Federal Reserve both unconstitutional and a cancer  on our Republic.  The recent exposure of mortgage clearinghouse fraud, Wall Street derivatives fraud, and Federal Reserve fraud, a banking criminality tri-fecta, should—but may not—lead to the termination of the Federal Reserve and an end to US borrowing.  There are some major blackmail programs underway, and I can only hope that the next time Wall Street tries to blackmain the US, their executives are shipped to Guantanamo where they shall remain until they return the trillions they have stolen from the US economy and the world economy.  Goldman Sachs appears to under threat from China and Russia—these two nations have no qualms about assassinating fools that steal from them.  In the US, Goldman Sachs appears to have bought blind obedience from both the Congress and the White House.  That will come to an end one day, and the Earth is small enough so that I am confident justice will be done eventually.

Do you have any other particular notions on the state of todays America versus the original constution that you would like to inform the non Americans of the world of? There has perhaps been cause for reflection upon all these Executive Orders that many Presidents have issued over the decades, rendering the executive branch far more immediate power than what the constitution stipulates. I notice that after the great wars the War Powers Act allowed Presidents to proceed with the issue of Executive Orders at will, suggesting that America has been "at war" ever since actually. How do you view the powers of the Executive Branch, is there actually a conflict of legislation going on in some ways, bearing the original constitution in mind?

Congress has been in violation of Article 1 of the Constitution for decades.  It has given up control of the power to declare war and the power of the purse.  Every Member going back to at least 1981 is in theory impeachable for high crimes and misdemeanors.  They have all been traitors to the idea that is America, to the ideal that is a Republic Of, By, and For We the People.

6. Quite a few critics raise the concern that the current political climate in the USA of Democrats and Republicans ultimately has become a duopoly, a two headed one party system of sorts. Do you see any issues here, and if so, do you see a potential change here, new parties or forces coming to the fore eventually? Morever, regarding the methods of disseminating information to instill change, what do you think of OSINT as being a part of the process rendering new political options in America, and even the world? Do you expect ordinary citizens to increasingly snap out of the reactionary mode of consuming prefabricated corporate media news, and become more of investigative journalists themselves? Lou Dobbs, a most famous newsanchor to most Europeans, seems to have pretty harsh criticism of current corporate media, do you agree that the mainstream channels have become too shallow, complacent, less investigative, less critical of current events and deeper politics?

Lou Dobbs is a blustering fool.  Indeed, there is not a single commentator on the broadcast media, and I particularly single out all those working for CNN, who is both intelligent and ethical.  Not a single one asks the hard questions or pursues truthful answers.  With respect to the two-party tyranny, I will just mention three books, the last one my own and free online:  Running on Empty–How the Democratic and Republican Parties Are Bankrupting Our Future and What Americans Can Do About It, Grand Illusion–The Myth of Voter Choice in a Two-Party Tyranny, and ELECTION 2008: Lipstick on the Pig.

To take this to a deeper level, I will mention two books and provide one graphic.  The book on the negative reality is Empire of Illusion: The End of Literacy and the Triumph of Spectacle. The off-setting book is The World Is Open–How Web Technology Is Revolutionizing Education.  It is important to take the latter book in the context of a world where five billion people may have access to cell phones but not to the Internet.  My solution is articulated in my recent briefing for the Government of Chile, 2010 Impact of Globalization on Intelligence, the link also includes [image: image2.jpg]DATA PATHOLOGIES & INFORMATION ASYMMETRIES
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video of my presentation, in Spanish.

Now here is a graphic that represents the challenges we face in dealing with governments, corporations, and international organizations—including non-governmental organizations—that are accustomed to lying to the public and getting away with it.

I have some solutions to these challenges, including the new craft of intelligence and the new information operations cube, these are included in the briefing that I gave in South America this past November.
7. The old NATO alliance seems to be going through a transformation, even suggesting the prospect of Russia becoming a part of its future these days. What is your impression of NATO, do you see it is a viable option for the world to cooperate in security matters, or do you envision something else for the future?

My impressions of NATO are mixed.  On the one hand, I am most grateful for a very intelligent Canadian General, Jim Cox, then the Deputy N-2 for NATO, who took the lead in bringing OSINT into NATO, and both arranging for me to brief over 66 generals and colonels in charge of military intelligence across all of the NATO and PfP countries, and for me to write the NATO OSINT Handbook, provide most of the materials for the NATO OSINT Reader, and support the Canadian officer who wrote NATO Intelligence Exploitation of the Internet.  All three of these remain a standard in the field, in part because no one has been willing to update  them.

For me, speaking as a professional change agent who is very familiar with complexity and the importance of agility, NATO strikes me as a very old bureaucratic enterprise, a mix of the worst of the Soviet model (rigid), the US model (wasteful), and the European model, a horrible mix of German obstinance and French subversion.  It is incapable, like the United Nations, and it has no intelligence of its own—it is, like the UN—a “show” that consumes vast amounts of time, energy, money, materiel, and men.  I prefer the Nordic four-country model, and especially the Nordic integrated four-country operations-intelligence model.
8. On September 11, 1991, George Herbert Walker Bush made a legendary speech mentioning a new world order, to meet the intentions set by the original UN founders, which appears like a strictly unamerican unconstitutional point of view, if you consider who those original founders actually were: non-american international banking industry, the UN having been pushed into being through after the first failed attempt of the League Of Nations. Clearly we need an international forum for cooperation among nations, but when one goes deeper into the intentions of some high financiers for example, the proposition of World Government via UN comes through in many clear and lucid ways. This concept of a supranational body of goverment should largely stand at odds with the American Constitution to begin with, and certainly many other nations as well, so what is your take on such a path for civliisation? Recently CIA published a report called Global Governance 2025. How do you think the average American would view the proposition of abandoning their constitution for the sake of a supernational supremacy? What sort of world order would you deem as the most functional?

First off, I pay not attention to what US presidents or Cabinet officials say, there public statements are a mix of lies and unfounded concepts that do not get acted upon.  The US is best judged by where it sends its military and how it spends money overseas—all of this very bad for the US taxpayer, who has lost control of the government.

I reviewed the CIA report, and other previous reports, generally the CIA and US intelligence community senior analysts are well-intentioned, but they are not fully qualified because they lack access to 80% of the relevant information and they are not allowed to engage with the 90+ countries speaking and writing in a 183 languages CIA does not understand.

The average American is never going to abandon their concept of sovereignty nor ask any other country to abandon theirs.  We might, however, find ourselves breaking up into smaller nations, and supporting some of the 5,000 secessionist movements around the world.  The era of top-down rule by secrecy is over, we are in an interregnum that is going to be very ugly, but in the end I believe that civilization will be advanced, in large part because we will connect the five billion poor to the Internet, and their economy, which is four times larger than the one billion a year economy of the one billion rich, will create infinite wealth by avoiding the mistakes of the West, the waste of the West, the corruption of the West.

J. F. Rischard, then Vice President for Europe of the World Bank, wrote in his book HIGH NOON: 20 Global Problems, 20 Years to Solve Them, that the future would demand hybrid networks of governance.  I agree.  Governments, corporations, and international organizations are not only corrupt, they are incompetent.  What is going to work in the future is fully transparent hybrid  networks that use shared information to harmonize their policies, spending, and behavior.  Outcomes rather than inputs will be the guiding factors.

9. Since America has had the world currency, the dollar, the issues with the dollar becomes a global phenomenon. Even its future seemed laid on the line I wrote an article saying "when the dollar falls, we´re all going to be Americans". Is it in your opinion desirible with a world currency, if so how do you view that area? Because clearly the international financiers intends to push through a global currency when the national currencies eventually fail. 

Screw the international financiers.  The day is going to come when they will have to go into hiding.  Assets like land and buildings will be controlled by those who live and work the land and the building.  Open Money is coming fast; community-value is building fast.  I believe that this mortgage clearinghouse fraud and Wall Street derivatives fraud and Federal Reserve fraud were all “a bridge too far” that has woken the public up.  We now begin a tough interregium during which We the People begin to produce public intelligence in the public interest, and as the LINUX folks like to say, “put enough eyeballs on it, no bug (or financial fraud) is invisible.  Mortgages are fraud—we should be building low-cost housing as Buckminster Fuller suggested, I highly recommend his 1928 book that I have reviewed, Ideas & Integrities.

10. Where do we go from here? What do you feel is the most effective way to promote vital change and enlightenment of the deeper challenges of the world and in America. Your last thoughts or messages?

I was greatly honored by an invitation to speak at the University of Southern Denmark in October 2009, and my chapter, The Ultimate Hack Re-Inventing Intelligence to Re-Engineer Earth, will be a chapter in the book being produced and distributed early in 2011.  It is already online at the link above.
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Together with my Human Intelligence Trilogy and my presentation in Chile, my sense is that humanity has achieved its maximum level of incompetence, the Weberian concepts of hierarchy and top-down command and control have been fully discredited, and we now begin to return to a more natural order that is inherently open, bottom-up, community-based, and above all human.  Humanity was destroyed by the Industrial Era, which commoditized humans and concealed or ignored the social and environmental costs of predatory capitalism, virtual colonialism, and unilateral militaries—the USA has destroyed hope in over 200 countries, and I for one with to see all 750 US military bases around the world closed and our troops brought home.
Let me end by saluting the new generation.  This morning (14 December 2010) I watched one of the most inspiring short videos I have ever seen.  With this video, I can rest in peace.  The future is in good hands.

4 minutes and 58 seconds.
- - - - 
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