OVERVIEW of Research desiderata in the field of terrorism

Berto Jongman

More than twenty-five years ago I missed the first terrorism conference in the Netherlands because I was studying in Stockholm. The step to organize a conference on this topic in 1979 was very controversial and the organizing professor, Hylke Tromp, had to defend himself in the university newspaper. He convincingly argued that terrorism was an important topic that could be studied in an academic way. He considered terrorism as a form of irregular warfare. The idea for the conference was triggered by developments in the Netherlands. The country was faced for the first time with terrorism on its territory by the Moluccan community. Moluccans came to the Netherlands in the 1950s. The second generation became more militant and was involved in several terrorist attacks, including an occupation of an embassy, a train hijacking and a hostaging of a school. For the first time the Dutch government had to decide to use military force (3 for and to 2 against) to end a hostaging situation. Later it was revealed that the Moluccan militants also had planned an attack on the Royal Palace which was disrupted by our police and domestic intelligence service. 

These were exceptional incidents at the time for a stable society which would again be shocked by terror several decades later in the form of political assassinations. The first was the killing of one of my professors at Groningen University who went into politics. Pim Fortyn was the leading figure of a new political movement which suddenly became popular. Opinion polls indicated he would do very well in an upcoming election and it was speculated that he could be a candidate for prime minister. He was shot a few days before the election by an environmental activist. The perpetrator was immediately captured. He is now serving a prison sentence. 

The most recent assassination was on November 2, 2005. A Dutch national of Moroccan origin shot and stabbed Theo van Gogh, a well-known writer, journalist, documentary and film maker. The killing was triggered by a documentary he produced in cooperation with Dutch MP Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a Somali immigrant, who studied political science in Leiden. She made the termination of the repression of women within Islam as one of her political missions. The documentary was meant to shock and showed the dilemma's for Muslim women. Besides these domestic developments the 9/11 attacks in New York and the 11M attack in Madrid have had a tremendous impact on the terrorism debate in the Netherlands. I the last year their have been several terror alerts that caused great concern. 

Dutch society is still trying to recover from the two political assassinations which polarized society. Tensions are still high and a new controversial MP, Geert Wilders, is trying to tap into the dissatisfied section of society and trying to establish a new political center right movement. As a result of the current situation, both MP's , Geert Wilders and Ayaan Hirsi Ali, are under protection and stay in safehouses. Both were temporarily kept in military  barracks during the night. Geert Wilders even had to sleep in a prison  cell at Camp Zeist. The government is currently seeking homes that are well-protected where they can lead a normal life. Never before in Dutch history these kind of measures had to be taken to guarantee the life of acting MPs.   The Dutch no vote in a referendum on the EU is partly due to the way the government handled these two incidents. 

After 9/11 I had the opportunity to switch from academia to government. For more than a decade I had worked together with Alex Schmid who coordinated a small research institute at the university of Leiden focusing on human rights research. Schmid started his career as a terrorism researcher in the end of the 1970s when Dutch society experienced its first serious terrorist attacks.

The developments described above illustrate why is was interesting to make the switch to government and to have a view into the kitchen of counter-terrorism and see how a government is coping with a threatening situation and the constant public pressure to prove that it can protect its people from terrorism. It was, however, quite a culture shock. I had to adapt to another working environment. The academic research cycle is completely different from what is called the intelligence cycle. I gained access to other sources of information and I had to write different products. I had to adapt to standard formats and regular frequencies and had to develop a different writing style in comparison to what I was used to at university. In my current job there is a stronger focus on current affairs and pieces have to be produced under time pressure. Usually you don't get more time than a few hours or a few days to write an answer to a specific question There is a stronger urgency. Sometimes lives can depend on whether some piece of information gets in time on the desk of the right agency to deal with it. In my current job there is very often no time to get into academic debates about methodology or theory. That is why I still like to attend academic conferences. I also had to cope with government bureaucracy, meaning getting used to compartimentation, turf battles between different agencies and departments, competence struggles and political correctness. 

I had hoped that I could build on my academic work. One of the products at university was the well-known 'World Conflict and Human Rights Map", an overview of the current situation in the world where political conflict was shown according to three levels of violence. In almost all of these conflicts parties make use of terrorist tactics and numerous organizations indicated on the map are involved in protracted terror campaigns. The map can be used as a tool to initiate debates on conflict prevention, military action or counter-terrorism measures. When I arrived at my new job everybody wanted to have a copy and it is still hanging on the walls of the offices of many of my colleagues. As of today I have not been able to persuade my superiors to  make the map one of their ongoing projects.  It did not suit their priorities. In my view it would be an excellent tool to use in the process of drafting the annual information collection plan. This is an agreed upon document that is used to set priorities for the production of intelligence products and is the result of negotiations between those on the demand side and those on the production side. Annual editions of a world map provide clues on  conflict dynamics and can be used as an early warning tool. 

I mention the world map because in my view it illustrates that almost all terrorism is related to political and armed conflict. Doing research on terrorism one can not ignore these conflicts and their dynamics. A good overview of ongoing conflict is an absolute necessity for research. Overviews of conflicts, groups and terrorists involved in them and the violent incidents they cause are basic tools for a terrorism researcher.  Unfortunately in all four categories we still have a long way to go. When it comes to counter-terrorism it will be almost impossible to measure the effects of the measures taken if there we don't have access to these basic tools. This is one of the main reasons for the recent controversy about the Counrty Reports on Terrorism published by the US State Department.

When working with Alex Schmid at Leiden University I always admired him for his ability to inspire students to pick topics for research that could add something to our existing knowledge and to force them to include at least a few conclusions in which they try to translate their findings into policy. He always kept lists of interesting topics. A few years ago during a terrorism conference in Italy he made one of these lists public for the whole research community. Since then we have gradually expanded the list. Currently it contains about 444 topics in 25 different categories. Most of the topics were picked from the recent terrorism literature. For those who are interested a detailed bibliography is available. For reasons of space It is impossible to go into much detail. In the following paragraphs I can only highlight some of the main issues and questions if we want to come to a better understanding of this highly complicated research topic.

1. Types of terrorism


This category deals mostly with motivations for terrorism and its different forms. Currently most terrorist incidents are inspired by a fundamentalist interpretation of Islam. There are, however, also fundamentalist Christians, Hindus and Jews that have been responsible for terrorism. This category also deals with new forms of terrorism like agro-terrorism, maritime terrorism and cyber terrorism. Although we have not seen many examples experts have been warning for the dangers and the consequences when terrorists move in these directions. An interesting question is also whether the Tokyo metro attack and the 9/11 attacks were outliers or whether they fit a historical pattern. Recent research has indicated that they do fit a historical pattern and are not outliers. One outcome of a recent investigation was that the probability of this kind of attacks is quite high for the coming years.

2. Linkages


This category deals with phenomena that are closely linked to the phenomenon of terrorism like the arms trade and drug trafficking. It deals with the linkages  with armed conflict, conventional politics and migration. Finally, there are questions related to contacts between terrorist organizations and the command and control issues within terrorist networks. To keep conflict going usually war economies develop on the basis of all kinds of illicit financing. It is estimated that there are at least 30 ongoing conflict that are fueled by drug trafficking. A better understanding of war economies is necessary condition for finding ways to terminate conflicts.

3. Kidnapping/hostage-taking

Kidnapping and hostage-taking is not only done for political but also for  criminal  reasons. In some
countries wholesale kidnapping industries have developed. More knowledge about the motives and modus operandi and the determinants for the safe release of hostages could contribute to the activities of hostage negotiation teams. Recent cases in Iraq  illustrate that differences in approach may be decisive for the safe release of hostages. Why did Kenneth Bigley have to die while French and Italian journalists were released?

4. International cooperation


Many regional organizations have been actively involved in developing counter-terrorism policies and implementing them. Countries in regions very often have common characteristics. Within regional organizations  international measures can be fine-tuned and they are sometimes better able to  encourage cooperation. Most regions have developed their own anti-terrorism agreements. Terrorism can only be dealt with in a multilateral way. Over the years a comprehensive UN strategy  to fight terrorism has evolved. 

5. State-responses

Since 9/11 there has been a focus on the use of hard power instead of soft power in dealing with terrorists. There has also been a shift to pre-emptive measures by states. A whole debate has emerged what the right balance should be between the different tools a government has at its disposal to fight terrorism. New weapon technologies are being developed. What is the effectiveness of these weapons in the ongoing battle? In certain regions there is a tendency to fuse the war on drugs and the war on terror. Is this a good development or not? There are tools a government can use that are questionable and can have averse effects on the dynamics of an ongoing conflict.  In 1999 the Chinese government decided to prohibit the activities of the Falun Gong movement. It is considered a threat to national security and since then it has been repressed severely. Already more than 800 members have died in detention. One could debate whether this is the right approach in dealing with this movement. Another important issue is the compatibility of counter-terrorism measures with human rights laws. The tough debate on new anti-terrorist legislation in Britain illustrated the sensitivities that exist in many countries. Two weeks ago UN secretary-general Kofi Annan announced in Madrid that he will appoint a special UN rapporteur on this issue. The UN, however, is depending on the cooperation of the member states. Progress reports on the effectiveness of sanctions against al-Qa'ida and the Taliban indicate that these sanctions have had only limited effects on the activities of these two organizations. At the recent Madrid conference Kofi Annan had the opportunity to present a comprehensive UN strategy.  Time will tell whether the member states are willing to implement the various measures announced by Annan. An increasing number of terrorist organizations consider the UN to be a partial actor or an instrument of the US and some even consider it to be a legitimate target for terrorism. The UN has to work hard to improve its image in substantial parts of the world. 
6. ‘Best practices’ and ‘lessons learned’:  VN member state experiences
This section deals with experiences in implementing different counter-terrorism measures. What works and what doesn't? Different countries have very often different experiences. What works in one situation does not necessarily work in another one. Hopefully we can learn from each other. Also questions are asked about target selection. While many expected a mass-casualty attack on a soft target Dutch society was suddenly faced with an assassination of a well-known person. Is this a one-time incident or is it going to be a pattern what we will see in other countries? A terrorist strategy document with the title 'Savagery management' that was put on the Internet in March 2005 indicates that the killing of persons is part of the first stage of a total of three stages that had to be followed by jihadist organisations in different theaters.     

7. Psychological/sociological factors

In this section psychological and sociological issues are important. Questions are asked about mindset, psychological effects of the use of violence, not only on the perpetrators but also on the victims. Why have we seen this sudden exponential growth in suicide terrorism? Why are people willing to sacrifice their own lives for the benefit of the group? Also questions are important why people join or leave terrorist groups? The attack in Madrid has raised the issue of the effect of attacks in election periods. South Africa kept information secret when it arrested terrorists planning attacks during the election period. British authorities were concerned about one of the masterminds of Madrid attacks, who reportedly was planning an attack during the last election period in the UK. Fortunately it did not materialize although the man is still active and said to be active in Iraq. 

There are several reports about training of child slaves and orphans as terrorists. This is a disturbing development. During recent violence in Thailand there were a  number of unclaimed dead bodies without personal documentation. According to one hypothesis these were orphans hired as mercenaries. The other hypothesis was that they were international terrorists. 

Mass casualty attacks can have severe effects on society. The lessons learned from large scale natural disasters like earth quakes or the recent tsunami in Southeast Asia may give us clues about the effects of future terrorist attacks with weapons of mass destruction.    

8. Security


There are a great number of issues related to security and protection. As preparations are made for bigger terrorist attacks our response possibilities have to improve. This raises questions of streamlining, coordination and legislation on different levels of administration New organizational structures are emerging. In the Netherlands the National Coordinator for Counter-terrorism has become operational since the beginning of this year. It is widely seen as a step towards the introduction of a whole new Ministry of Security in the near future. We have to see whether this is the right path to follow. In March 2005, the director of the Homeland Security Department announced a whole range of new measures because things were not working as they should. Since then more information has become available on the Muslim Outreach Program and a new approach to counter-terrorism. It is expected that the new policy will probably be formulated in a new presidential directive.

Also within the framework of the EU and NATO there are efforts to improve response capabilities. A major issue for many countries is the introduction of so-called alert systems for the general public. The US color system is not very useful. The question is by what system it should be replaced. In the Netherlands we are experimenting with sector-wise alert systems. The first system has already been introduced for the Dutch railway system. Similar systems will be gradually introduced for other sectors of society.  

Technological developments in biology will create a whole new range of challenges for authorities if they are exploited by terrorists.  In many countries there has been an proliferation of private security companies. This development raises the question of the right balance between private and public security. A major policy issue is how the foreign policy of countries can be aligned with the objectives of Private Military Companies (PMCs).

9. Legal efforts

In the legal fields a lot of work has to be done in order to be able to face new terrorist threats that are not yet covered by existing laws and agreements. In order to be effective countries have to harmonize existing laws otherwise terrorists will exploit the loopholes. New rules have to be written to be able to face situations that have never happened before. The development of a new regime for the so-called PMCs will be a major policy issue in the coming years. We will also have to see whether the new International Criminal Court (ICC) is up to its tasks.   In March 2005, ICC judges in The Hague came together for the first time to debate the first  case related to war crimes in the Congo. 

We will see new ways of transnational cooperation. France and Spain already are experimenting with joint investigative teams.  Very little use has been made of legal dossiers for social science purposes. These dossiers, however, contain a lot of useful information that can be better exploited by terrorism researchers.

10. Training


Since 9/11 training courses and manuals in counter-terrorism have expanded exponentially. There are many products on the market provided by various agencies and organizations.  Also all kinds of new research tools and software has become available which has revolutionized research on terrorism. Overviews and assessments could be helpful in making choices more easy.

11. The evolution of terrorism

This section deals mainly with conflict dynamics. Why are certain tactics characteristic for certain historical periods? Why do organizations dissolve? Is it possible for a terrorist organization to develop into a political party? The cases of Hamas and Hezbollah are very interesting from this perspective.  Rapoport introduced his wave theory of terrorism. According to his theory we are currently experiencing the fourth wave of international terrorism in history. (the three previous ones being the anarchist wave, the anti-colonial wave and the new  left wave) What does this mean for the future and will there be a fifth wave? According to Rapoport researchers focus too much on current developments and don't realize that life cycles of terrorist waves usually last a whole generation (40 years). That would mean that the current wave could last until 2025 to be replaced by another. Some organizations (PLO and IRA) have been able to survive during two successive waves. Each wave generates its own organizations with certain preferences for a specific tactic. Terrorist waves have been facilitated by transformations in communication and transport patterns.  As the energy of a wave no longer inspires new organizations it will gradually disappear.  Organizations may disappear before the wave is ended. Currently, the ideology of the jihad  still attracts many new recruits with Iraq being an important magnet where recruits can gain fighting experience. Radical Islam is also spreading to new territories.  

12. War and terrorism

Since 9/11 the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) has become commonplace. What are the implications of this strategy? In this respect the term Fourth Generation Warfare (4GW) has been introduced. A victory in 4GW can be gained by destroying  the moral bonds of the enemy that allows the organic whole to exist. The cohesion of the enemy can be destroyed by menace, mistrust and uncertainty.  This requires a specific way of operating that is different from the operations of conventional armies. That is why special forces have become important again. In the battle against terrorism they have to be able to operate in different regions. Some authors have pointed at the evolution of global guerrilla warfare, as a method that will be exported around the world and that will be focused on infrastructure sabotage, market disruption, state failure and de-legitimization. As a result of current developments the distinctions between conventional warfare, non-conventional warfare and terrorism have been blurred.

13. Terrorism and the  criminal justice system

In this section questions are raised about  the prosecution of terrorists. What happens to them in court and in prison? What kinds of evidence and which witnesses can be used against them in court? In the Netherlands legislation has been changed. Official reports of the domestic intelligence agency can be used as evidence and employees of the domestic intelligence agency can be heard as witnesses in trials of terrorist suspects. Existing rules in one country can be circumvented by transporting suspects to other countries. The current debate about the US rendition policy is an interesting topic. Prisons have become avenues for recruitment and in some countries prisons have become terrorist headquarters from which operations can be coordinated. 

14. Media

The current generation of terrorists is better educated and knows how to use a computer. This means that they are better capable of exploiting modern communication technologies to spread their propaganda and to maintain contact with each other. According to the latest assessments there are about 5000 terrorist-related web sites on the Internet. Monitoring the content and the characteristics of these web sites has become quite a challenge.  By using the latest technologies terrorist organizations will become even better in persuading audiences to support  their cause. They also may become more lethal in developing new attack methods.  The way terrorism is presented in the media varies according to region and culture. This has important consequences for how the general public perceives and experiences terrorism and how it effects their personal lives.

15. Terrorism and the  public

The impact of terrorism on various segments of the population varies. We don't know what the determinants of popular support for terrorist organizations are and how people react to blackmail, intimidation and propaganda. The news menu has become more varied. With satellite TV people are able to watch the channels they prefer. With this greater variety the possibility of governments to influence audiences has been reduced. The public diplomacy campaign of the US in the Islamic world has become a failure because it was not realized that visual images had less impact in the Islamic world which is more orally oriented. This is maybe one reason why the latest technology of podcasts (locally produced radio programs that can be downloaded on ipods) may have a totally different impact on a population. The way the murder of Theo van Gogh was covered in the media has been criticized by several observers. The way the case was covered has contributed to the polarization of the society and led to feelings of insecurity by segments of the population. Never in my live  have I seen  such broad coverage by the world media of a single incident in Netherlands. 

16. Counter-terrorist measures and responses

This category is one of the biggest and contains general and specific questions on the effectiveness of a wide range of countermeasures. Governments, regional organizations and international organizations have all developed so-called action plans on counter-terrorism which are currently being implemented. As a result of the enormous investments in security a whole new range of investigative techniques and new security technologies are being developed and introduced. We'll have to see whether they will be effective in stopping or preventing terrorism. One of the critical questions is how success can be measured?  The wide variety of measures that can be taken raises many questions about balance, efficiency and coordination. In several countries measures are taken to merge domestic and foreign intelligence. Also many new investigative methods and technologies have been introduced. Terrorism is a form of communication. Thus far I 've seen too much focus on hard power and technology. A major question is whether more emphasis on soft power would result in more success. 

17. Trends/statistics



After all these years we still have not developed the right databases for our research community. The IMPT database is currently one of the best and most user-friendly. Everyone with access to Internet can now make graphs for certain countries or regions or certain groups. The statistics we have on terrorism are still very incomplete. The databases of governments are not much better. Every year I am shocked by the bias of the annual US Report on Global Terrorism which is a total misrepresentation of reality. It was only until the appearance of last year's edition that a sincere debate was held on its reliability. This year the controversy about the report was even more heated as the State Department decided to leave out the statistics. It argued that the National Center for Counter-terrorism (NCTC) was responsible for the statistics. It had found that the number of incidents had tripled during the year 2004. A special hearing in Congress was organized where government officials had to explain why the number of incidents had increased, why the statistics were not reliable and comprehensive and why they cannot be seen as a score card for the current counter-terrorism policy. A number of suggestions have been made to improve the situation. 

It is ironic that some of the private initiatives seem to have more credibility than government initiatives.  Those who have been doing research on armed conflicts will all admit how difficult it is to get reliable data on casualty statistics. 

As the University of Maryland has launched a new initiative to integrate the Pinkerton database I again have my doubts. When I was a correspondent for Pinkerton I sent much information on terrorist incidents in Kashmir. When I asked why my incidents were never included in their reports they said that they were not interested in that region.  When the NCTC increased research capacity from three half-time analysts to ten full-time analysts it suddenly registered a sharp increase in incidents for Kashmir. For those knowledgeable with the region it was no surprise.  

Joshua Sinai of the DHS has indicated that there are six important components of terrorist activity that should be investigated: organizing among radical communities, plots & blue prints, information campaigns on the Internet, aborted operations, thwarted operations and successful operations. The two interesting categories of aborted and the thwarted operations do not make part of the chronologies we use for our research. Sinai is developing an interesting model using 31 indicators that can be used to predict whether a terrorist group will focus on conventional low/high impact terrorism  or CBRN terrorism.  He hopes that his research could be helpful in categorizing terrorist groups in different tiers according to the high probability of using high-impact terrorism or CBRN terrorism. One of the major questions is the predictability. A major test would be whether his model works and whether the available data on terrorism of the last 20 years would predict  the developments of the last five years.

18. Consequences of terrorism


This section deals mainly  with the economic consequences of terrorism. We still don't know sufficiently about the economic costs of large scale attacks. Economic costs will become more important and are part of the calculations of terrorist organizations. In a recent message of Osama bin Laden he argued that future attacks would be directed against the oil industry.    He argued that the current price was not a reflection of the market. He considered a price of $ 100 per gallon a reasonable price. He assumed that by attacks on the oil industry he could create a situation that would result in price increases that would disrupt the American economy. This illustrates how international terrorism in one country can have severe consequences for other countries.

19. Terrorist groups: organizations and characteristics

This section deals  mainly with group, cell and  network characteristics. What is the optimal cell size? What is the optimal size of a terrorist network to maintain a resilient organization. Also in this area our databases are quite poor. The 1988 Schmid/Jongman volume on Political terrorism contained for the first time a comprehensive survey of organizations and groups. In the last decade there has been a proliferation of new organizations and the disappearance of many others. I've not seen a comprehensive new survey yet that could be used to make a comparison with the 1988 volume. Also the data in the existing surveys is very often incomplete and outdated. Again there is the dominance of the Global Patterns of Terrorism that is widely used. It only contains information on a few dozen organizations that are officially designated as terrorist by the US. My private list which I maintained working on the world conflict map contains names of more than 1000 organizations. In 2006 Schmid plans to update his 1988 volume. We hope that we can also update the section on organizations. It will probably point at several interesting trends and developments. One of them would be related to the increasing role of women in terrorist organizations. An interesting role is currently played by so-called proselytizing organizations that are considered portals for terrorism. They have come under scrutiny of law enforcement agencies. Another interesting issue is the role of children.  Some organizations deliberately recruit children. The United Nations launched a special campaign to persuade states and guerrilla organizations not to recruit children.

20. Victims


Becoming a victim of terrorism can be a very disturbing experience that can have an impact for live. Also the loss of relatives has great impact on the lives of many people. Care for the victims is becoming an important issue. Sometimes victims organize themselves which is also a way of coping with the problems. In many cases they are left in the cold by their governments. Two weeks ago the families of the victims of 11M in Madrid did not participate in the official commemorative ceremonies. They organized their own activities to underline the fact that the parliamentary investigative commission was used for party politics and did not reveal the truth.  

21. Terrorist demands/tactics


Terrorists can chose from a wide variety of attack methods and technologies. They are also faced with questions of what works and what doesn't.  Over time they have gained more  expertise and have become more lethal. They have been able to integrate new technologies in their attack methods. A lot of research is being done on how these technologies are developed and spread among organizations. New technologies have to be tested. This means that they have to have safe havens where these tests can be done. Special attention is deserved for the organizations that have shown an interest in CBRN-weapons. So far the number of incidents has been limited but many intelligence reports indicate that it is just a question of time that something nasty will be used. There is no consensus which category of weapons would be used first but the order of the letters CBRN is also considered to be an order of probability, where chemical and biological weapons are seen as more likely than radiological and nuclear weapons. Another interesting issue is  how military knowledge is transferred to terrorist organizations. Some countries have had special training programs for terrorists. The more lethal organizations that exist today can rely on the expertise of former military personnel.
22. Theoretical/conceptual/definitional considerations


The literature on terrorism is very much dominated by the US with it government agencies, think tanks and universities  specializing in terrorism. There could be more sensitivity for alternative views. Another important issue in this category is how to get into practice and relationships between research producers and users.

23. Risk-assessment


Future terrorist attacks will be focused more on the economic effects striking at the vulnerable spots in our societies with the aim to create cascading effects. Threat and risk assessments could be helpful in identifying these weak spots and suggests ways to mitigate the effects. The strong focus on terrorist dangers may result in a situation where other dangers are ignored or neglected. Also in this area we have to find the right balance. The focus on terrorism should not be at the expense of other important hazards. The change in climate and rise of the sea level has caused a strong debate in the Netherlands on measures to improve the dikes. This will cost billions of Euro. With limited financial means important choices have to be made which can have important consequences for the future.

24. Dynamics of terrorism
This section deals mainly with issues related to how organizations are kept alive. What skills are required to survive be successful. It also raises a number of questions related to decision-making within terrorist organizations. What kind of strategies are they following and how does this effect their target selection? As al-Qa'ida has lost its training camps in Afghanistan where does it currently train its recruits? A new development is the so-called 'virtual training' on the Internet. How does this effect a terrorist organization? What are the main trends in attack methods and what determines the differences between organizations?

25. General background factors facilitating terrorism
Recent research has found interesting relationships between terrorism, democracy and globalization. Why is it that most terrorist events take place in the least-globalized and least-democratic countries? Terrorism also seems to concentrate in the  least-well connected and democratized part and the most-connected and democratized parts of the world. The current wave of islamist terror is fueled by the continuation of a number of protracted conflicts and extremist ideology.  Why is it that no solutions for these protracted conflicts can be developed and why is the current extremist ideology so popular among certain segments of Islam and still gaining more support? When I talk with colleagues or friends about my work they very often come up with ideas for frightening terrorist scenarios which would not be very difficult to execute. I have always been puzzled by the fact why there have not been a far larger series of terrorist related disasters?

Final remarks

The research desiderata are meant to stimulate research. In the Netherlands there is no specialized research institute on terrorism. Students have to be creative and have to adapt their study programs to their own wishes.  They can pick topics for their papers and study projects within their own discipline like history, sociology, psychology, administration, politics or international relations. As the long list illustrates the field of terrorism research is quickly expanding due to a range of new developments. By improving  our research tools end research methods we may be able to get a better understanding of the current and future threats and find the right balance in our counter-terrorism policies.

